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Dr. M. W. Thomas, Executive Secretary of
the Collegfe of Physicians and Surgeons, ad-
dressed the meeting briefly, and an excellent
clinical meeting was given by Dr. Lee Smith, of
Vancouver, who spoke on "Genito-urinary con-
ditions in general practice", and Dr. J. R.
Neilson, whose paper was "Biliary tract disease,
medical and surgical".

'peciat QCorreSponbence
The London Letter

(From our own correspondent)

Wartime medicine.-One of the earliest medi-
cal problems of the war (if the bed-wetting of
evacuated children be excepted) was that of
peptic ulcer among the forces. Various investi-
gations have been made and certain conclusions
drawn. A recent survey of over 800 cases in
a military hospital by Major C. A. Hinds
Howell is of interest in that certain members
of overseas units were included. It was found
that peptic ulceration was present in 52.7 per
cent of all cases, being spread almost equally
between reservists and those called up under
various classes, but was rare in the regulars.
Of Canadian patients, 50 per cent developed
symptoms after arriving in this country. In the
British cases the highest age incidence was be-
tween 20 and 30 and of these 35 had acute
haemorrhage, 34 had perforated and 29 had had
a laparotomy perfonned. Vomiting was far
commoner in soldiers than in civilians, but
neurotic dyspepsia was not particularly common.
Major Hinds Howell does not enter into specu-
lation as to causation, but other workers have
suggested that irregular meals and possibly the
cooking of food under active conditions of
service may be responsible.
Of the problems presented by air raids that

of the blast effects on the lung has attracted
much interest. It is difficult to differentiate be-
tween the effects of blast and crushing of the
chest due to falling masonry but in an incident
in which certain huts were demolished the latter
factor was absent. A number of cases of "blast
lung" have been reported. The main symptoms
were grave shock, prostration, restlessness,
respiratory difficulty and pain in the chest. The
principal physical signs were bulging of the
chest wall, congestion and consolidation of the
lungs, and bronchopneumonia was a common
sequel. Treatment consists of rest, morphine,
oxygen and plasma transfusion with chemo-
therapy as soon as the patient has recovered a
little. Drs. J. N. O'Reilly and S. R. Gloyne are
responsible for this interesting report.

The future.-While we get on with the job
of the present we are all concerned with the
future, and all sorts of commissions and com-
mittees are investigating the problem and mak-

ing suggestions. Of these the Medical Planning
Commission set up by the British Medical As-
sociation is the most important, and while noth-
ing official has so far leaked out there have been
suggestions in the popular press that the pro-
posals at present finding favour will be con-
cerned with "group medicine", whereby small
firms of practitioners will be set up as public
companies complete with pathological and radio-
logical facilities. Meanwhile the dentists have
been talking over their future too, or at least
dental students. It has been pointed out that
in general care of the nation's teeth is not in a
satisfactory state. About 13 million of the
population are covered by the insurance dental
benefit and about 6 million school children are
covered by the school dental services, but.this
leaves 24 million for whom there is no state
provision, and if it is argued that these folk
must be left to the private practitioners of
dentistry then the joint committee of dental
students representing five London hospitals
would reply that the public status of the dental
practitioner is deplorably low and only a com-
paratively small proportion of the population
can afford to pay the full fees of private dentists.
Nursing has also been in the news with the

usual ignorance of the actual conditions dis-
played on all sides. The Royal College of
Nursing has taken a hand and it is announced
that it has set up a committee under the chair-
manship of Lord Horder to consider primarily
some of the recommendations made by the Inter-
departmental Committee on Nursing Services, of
which Lord Athlone was chairman. The R.C.N.
committee will also plan for the future and in
the meantime has got down to work with a sub-
committee on an urgent matter, namely, the
control of the "assistant nurse" a problem
brought to the fore by the employment of vari-
ous auxiliary nurses during the war.

Nutrition.- ood has a greater interest for
us than ever before and it is of great importance
to learn that even allowing for the fact that
certain experts told us before the war how poor
was our general standard of nutrition things
are on the whole no worse after two years of
war and in some respects better. Judging that
the children in rural areas might be expected
to show early signs of a deterioration a survey
has been made of a group of nearly 500, the
examinations being made by the same observer
in December, 1939, before rationing was started
and again in April, 1941. The conclusion is
reached that there was no sign of increasing
nutritional deficiency and no deterioration in
the state of nutrition. As a further effort to
use the war-time interests to better the nation's
health there is the welcome news of the founda-
tion of a Nutrition Society under the chairman-
ship of Sir John Orr, who has already done so
much to startle us out of any complacency on
the matter of the nation's diet. This new
society, which contains representatives of medi-
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cine, veterinary surgery, food research, bio-
chemistry and the agricultural and dairy worlds
is to hold its first meeting shortly in Cambridge
and it is hoped to give some account of the pro-
ceeding in the next of these letters.

Chemotherapy.- Meanwhile research keeps
its flags flying and more work on the modern
developments of chemotherapy proceeds at great
pace. In a recent issue of the British Medical
Journal pride of place is given to reports on the
value of a new derivative-sulfanilylguanidine-
in the treatment of dysentery, and also on a
new sulfonamide of low toxicity, full activity
against B. coli, hawmolytic streptococci and
meningococci, and freely soluble in water. This
is named "sulfonamide E.Q.S." so that some
more letters will have to be added to the thera-
peutic dictionary of abbreviations.

ALAN MONCRIEFF.
London, October, 1941.

Zfnitbtr.tftp gott%
University of Toronto

Further announcement has been made regard-
ing the Department of Phvsical and Health
Education in the University of Toronto. Dr.
E. S. Ryerson has been appointed head of the
department with the rank of Professor of Health
Education. He will be assisted by Dr. H. A.
Cates and Dr. A. W. Ham, as Associate Profes-
sors of Functional Anatomy, Dr. D. Y. Solandt
as Associate Professor of Applied Physiology,
and Dr. R. E. Haist, Assistant Professor of
Applied Physiology. J. H. ELLIOTT

gbtracttg from Currtnt 'Littrature
Medicine

Gastric Mucosa of Chronic Alooholic Addicts.
Gray, C. et Schindler, U.: J. Am. M. Ass.,
1941, 117: 1105.
Les conclusions de cette etude gastroscopique

sont les suivantes: sur 100 alcooliques ayant
consomme en moyenne 2.8 chopines d 'alcool
tous les jours, pendant au dela de 20 ans, la
muqueuse gastrique s'est montree normale dans
55 pour cent des cas; 45 pour cent ont presente
des lesions de gastrite superficielle, gastrite
atrophique ou melange des deux; 22 pour cent
presenterent des hemorragies de la muqueuse;
60 pour cent presenterent des symptomes vari-
ables de gastrite, et 7 pour cent de ces alcooli-
ques avec un estomac normal, ne presenterent
aucun symptome.
Les auteurs concluent en faisant remarquer

qu'ils n'ont observe aucuiie relation entre 1 'in-

cidence et la severite de la gastrite et la duree
de 1'alcoolisme, la quantite d'alcool consommee,
1 'abus de tabac, 1'infection dentaire ou la carence
vitaminique. YVES CHAPUT

Surgery
Die Serumbehandlung bei Peritonitis. Boh-

mansson, G. and Nourp, E.: Acta Chir. Scand.,
1941, 84: 427.
During the period 1929 to 1938 3,797 cases

of gangrenous appendicitis were investigated;
626 of these had perforated; 210 had diffuse
septic peritonitis. The mortality prior to use
of large doses of serum and large doses of sul-
fonamides was 40 per cent; since these two
measures have been instituted the mortality has
dropped to 6.3 per cent. The serum has been
administered during the operation after swaib
examination with subsequent culture. Anaphy-
lactic shock has been been rare, whether general
or spinal anaesthesia has been used.

FRANK DORRANCE

Chronic Malignant Granulocytopenia Treated
with Splenectomy. Recovery. Nordenson,
N. G. and Roden, S.: Acta Chir. Scand., 1941,
84: 519.
The patient had been treated for polyarthritis

by tonsillectomy and amidopyrine with physical
therapy. In 1936 the above diagnosis was made
from bone marrow examination; in 1940 trache-
otomy had to be done, with splenectomy two
months later. In 14 days sternal puncture re-
vealed a normal bone marrow. FRANK DORRANCE

Septic Spondylitis. Holmberg, L.: Acta Chir.
Scand., 1941, 84: 481.
The detailed histories of 7 cases are added to

the 400 already reported since the recognition
of the condition in 1879. About 2 per cent of
septic osteomyelitis occur in the spine, whilst
25 per cent of tuberculous osteomyelitis are
found there. It is believed the red bone of the
spine elaborates some protective substance pre-
venting growth of the pyogenic organisms. In
this series 5 showed staphylococcus, one strepto-
coccus and one a-bacterial, probably influenzal.
All were believed secondary to infection else-
where. Preceding trauma was present in 4; the
onset was rapid and febrile in all; the arches
or processes were affected as frequently as the
bodies; there was rapid spread to other parts
of the same or to other vertebrae and a marked
tendency to destruction of the intervertebral
discs; abscesses were common, penetrating in
any direction and not so likely to follow tissue
planes. This form of osteomyelitis occurs as
often with adults as with adolescents. The treat-
ment is relief of tension by incision and by
immobilization of trunk either by traction or
plaster bed. The duration anywhere from 2
months to years with tendency to relapse. Prog-
nosis is partial disability due to spinal rigidity-.

FRANK DORRANCE


